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A note from the Editorial Team 

 

Please contact the editorial team at: 

editor@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk 

if you require a large format copy. 

 

Next Newsletter will be available in October 2020 

Please ensure that the editorial team receives your contributions for the 

October 2020 issue by Friday 4
th

 September 2020. Email your article to 

                              editor@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk 

This hard copy is the only source for members to look-up contact details. No 

personal details are published on our website. Changes to Group details will be 

updated on the web, but if the Group Leader changes you will need to either 

get a revised hard copy of contact details at a general meeting on the first 

Tuesday of each month or email 

                              groups@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk  

and ask for the new details you require. 

  

Please make sure that you tell a committee member of any 
changes to contact details ASAP so that we all keep up to date. 

You may find it easier to email 

members@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk 
 
 

Our thanks go to Lynne Geldart who designed our Welshpool & District logo. 

 

Disclaimer : 

The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent 

the opinions of the Third Age Trust or the Welshpool & District U3A. 

 

mailto:editor@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk
mailto:editor@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk
mailto:groups@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk
mailto:members@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk
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The Committee 

Chairman Julian Allen   

info@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk  

 

Secretary Karin Thompson   

secretary@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk  

 
Treasurer Paul Harris   

treasurer@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk  

 

Membership Secretary Shelley Deakin   

members@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk  

 

Groups Co-0rdinator Jill Smith   

groups@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk  

 

Programme Secretary      Carol Harris  

speakers@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk 

 

Website Manager Phil Ranson   

 webmaster@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk  

 

Newsletter Editor Brian Lyness  

 editor@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk  
 

Publicity Dave Smith  

publicity@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk 

 

Membership (Deputy ) Jacqui Thompson   

Meeter & Greeter 

 

 
   

Notice Boards Peter Stelfox-Griffin  
 

mailto:info@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk
mailto:secretary@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk
mailto:members@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk
mailto:groups@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk
mailto:speakers@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk
mailto:webmaster@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk
mailto:editor@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk
mailto:publicity@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk
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Forthcoming Programme of Speakers 

Having taken over from Sylvia Sparrow as programme organiser 

(Sylvia’s final contribution to this year’s programme is the October 

session), I thought I’d explain a little about the approach I’ve taken 

to the forthcoming events. (See Programme on pages 24 and 23.) 

Because we have so many members and everyone is different, it’s 

not possible for every event to appeal to every person, so I’ve tried 

to make the programme quite varied.  I’d love members to offer 

their own inputs and, as well as taking a few minutes before one of 

the meetings to do a very quick poll, I’d like to hear from any 

members about their own interests and preferences - you can phone 

me or email: speakers@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk or just 

catch me at a meeting for a quick chat. 

To keep the programme lively and varied, but also include some 

regular features, I’ve planned two strands of sessions which I hope 

we can repeat year on year.  The first strand is ‘How does it 

work’?  The first of these sessions is about a local newspaper and I 

thought future ones could cover organizations such as ‘a hospital’, 

‘the police’, ‘the library service’ etc.  The second strand is a panel 

discussion, where three or four people will come and do short 

presentations (about 15 minutes each) on different aspects of a 

common topic, followed by audience questions.  The first of these 

is the environment and others could be finance and cyber-security, 

health and wellbeing, food and drink and so on.  

As this is Olympic year our August meeting is devoted to sports 

and in December the meeting will be less formal and more ‘fun’ 

Fuller details and photos relating to some of the programmes will 

be included on our website as they become available. 

Carol Harris - Programme Secretary 

mailto:speakers@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk
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Are you getting the most from your 

membership? 

 Do you just come to the Monthly Meeting but not join any of the 

groups, perhaps now would be a good time to have a look at 

what’s on offer.  Please don’t be shy - you will be made more than 

welcome at any of the groups.  Is there something you fancy?  All 

you have to do is make a call to the group leader and they will give 

you any information you need.  

If there is a subject we don’t cover perhaps you could start a group 

here, if you enjoy something others will too.  All you have to do is 

decide on your subject, pick a day and time in the month that 

would suit you.  If you need any help with the venue or something 

else please don’t hesitate to contact me by email to 

groups@WelshpoolandDistrictU3A.org.uk or phone me. 

Jill Smith, Groups Co-ordinator 

 

Any takers for a U3A Theatre Group? 
 

The Committee would like to thank everyone who responded to 

our 2019 Member Survey. We received lots of useful feedback. 

Many of you who responded expressed interest in a Theatre 

Group, so we have been exploring the practicalities of making this 

happen. As you can imagine, there are many complications to 

mailto:groups@WelshpoolandDistrictU3A.org.uk
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resolve before such a group could get underway. These range 

from the nuts and bolts of how such a group could work through to 

finding volunteers to run things. 

The starting point for a U3A Theatre Group would be to identify 

events at venues within reasonable travelling distance from 

Welshpool.  

At its simplest, members could organise their own tickets and 

transport, possibly car-sharing to events, and so should be as 

easy to set up as any other interest group. 

A more ambitious alternative with transport and admissions 

organised centrally would involve collecting payments in advance 

to cover transport and admissions. This would require someone 

with sufficient time and commitment to administer arrangements, 

and to be sustainable, its programme would need to appeal to a 

wide number of members. 

Because the amounts involved could be significant, we may have 

to register as a charity, and there is the risk of losing money if an 

event is not popular or interest in the Theatre Group is not 

maintained. 

We are therefore considering organising a pilot event to test 

whether a Theatre Group is a feasible option for a small U3A like 

ours. I have emailed everyone who responded to the survey 

inviting them to confirm their interest, and suggesting this as a way 

forward. 

If you are interested in hearing more about this initiative or want to 

get involved, please let me know as soon as possible by email 

to secretary@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk or phone me. 

Karin Thompson - Secretary 

mailto:secretary@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk
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Writing for Pleasure  

Fashion - Sara Hawley 

Fashion varies with time, and also, I’ve discovered, with place. 
For example, when we lived in Wotton Underwood, a village in 
Buckinghamshire full of titled and well-off people, it was fashionable to 
dress scruffily.  Lady Newall could be seen, and heard, walking her dogs 
in a very old and faded Barbour jacket held together with binder twine, 
the same outfit she wore when shaving the verges on her ride-on 
mower. We rode our horses out in old jodhpurs or even trousers, with 
anoraks rather than hacking jackets.  However, we always wore hard 
hats in case we fell off.  This was rare but it did happen to me: I 
increased the feed of my rather slender Arabian gelding because he was 
looking too thin.  My reward was to get bucked off, luckily in a gated 
field so he was easy to catch afterwards and did not get loose on the 
road and cause an accident.  We found when we came to Wales that 
jodhpurs and hacking jackets or very smart coats were the correct riding 
gear here.  The horses must be well turned out too. 

 
 In the sixties I remember feather boas, Dusty Springfield-style 
eye-lashes and eye-shadow, and false fingernails.  It was fashionable to 
wear mini-skirts and very short dresses.  One had to be careful not to 
bend over in public for fear of showing one’s knickers. 

 When I was teaching science it was important to me to look as 

up-to-date and fashionable as possible. Fortunately, in Great Missenden, 

the village the school was in, there was a fabulous second-hand clothes 

shop, where the wealthy wives sold their smart attire.  This was a real 

god-send for me, and meant that I was labelled as the best dressed 

teacher at Misbourne School.  It was not a secret where I shopped, and I 

could never understand why other teachers didn’t too.  The clothes had 

all been cleaned or washed before they were admitted to the shop and 

the shop’s owner had a good eye for what would suit me. 

 



 

8 
 

I remember when the new laboratories were built, the rep from 

Philip Harris, a firm which supplies science equipment, came to visit.  I 

introduced myself as Sarah, and he demanded to see the Head of 

Science.  Obviously, I should have been wearing a lab-coat and not 

looking fashionable.  I soon put him straight. 

 When we moved to Wales, I discovered an internet site called 

Grey and Osborne.  They sold fashionable clothes which you return free 

if they did not fit or suit you.  I spent many happy hours on the internet 

searching for bargains, and it was pretty devastating when the site 

closed.  Ann’s, the shop in Newtown, has taken its place. 

Fashion - Carol Harris 

When I was a child, my parents would take me to buy clothes a couple of 
times a year.  My father would drop us off at a dress shop in the east 
end of London, run by a Mrs Pater, and my mother would take me in to 
look at the stock.  It sounds quite grand, but the main reason we went 
there was that we could get the clothes ‘on tick’ and not have to pay for 
them all at once.  Even though my father was a doctor, we never 
seemed to have enough money for clothes.   
 
The same applied to books, and we had ‘an account’ at a local bookshop, 
which was great until I went in there once myself and bought a book 
without informing my father first – he was quite cross and, with 
hindsight, I assume he’d not paid his last bill and another book for me 
wouldn’t have been on his wish list. 
 
Anyway, back to the clothes.   I disliked almost everything Mrs P. 
showed us but, as that was where we had to shop, we inevitably came 
home with a collection of things for that ‘season’.  In those days we had 
‘seasons’, ‘hem lines’, ‘outlines’ and all kinds of other rigid things that 
came and went and woe betide anyone departing from the norm. 
 
I remember some summer dresses in, if I recall correctly, gingham; one 

in red and one in green.  Those were OK, but the unpleasant ones I’ve 
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wiped from my mind, apart from one in a horrible khaki and white – I 
don’t remember the design but the horrid colour appalled me.  I assume 
my mother bought some clothes for herself as well, but I didn’t pay 
much attention to them.  (Although I was really impressed when my 
parents had a rare evening out and my mother dressed in a long black 
skirt, a black velvet cloak lined with gold satin (designed and made for 
her by a friend who did very upmarket theatrical costumes) and a 
perfume called Ma Griffe). 
 
My own clothes followed the changing fashions of the day.  ‘Liberty 
bodices’ with utility marks on after the war.  Thick tweedy coats with 
velvet collars as a child.  Later on – and in no particular order and not all 
together – crocheted wide leg pants and tops, leather-look jumpsuits, 
hippy skirts and shawls, antique lace collars, suedette jackets from C & 
A; there was no end to the succession of styles, colours and fabrics. 
 
And my hairstyles also followed fashions.  From the slightly unkempt 
childhood bobs tied with a ribbon ending in a bow on the top of the 
head, to short pixie styles, long ponytails or bunches, 1970s frizzy perms 
(trendy for men as well as women) and back to short again. 
 
And then there were the ‘special needs’ occasions, such as the dog 
shows where I had to wear low cut tops, short hotpants, fishnet tights 
and long black boots in order to attract the attention of the judge; and I 
suppose you thought it was the dogs that won the prizes!!!  
  
Nowadays my ‘fashion’ statements tend mainly to be comfortable 
stretchy trousers, comfortable stretchy tops, comfortable slippers and 
comfortable cashmere sweaters.  But I occasionally scrub-up and put on 
bright leggings, colourful boots, sparkly tops and over-the-top jewellery 
– can’t  beat a bit of sparkle – even in your hair! 
 
Seasonal fashion dictates may have gone the way of the Dodo, but it’s 

always worth making an effort for a special occasion.  And if words such 

as mutton and lamb come to mind I don’t care at all. 
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Fashion – Alan Hawley 

Empty Pockets 

So, feet up and room service for dinner.  Plus, I think, a glass of fizz 

and a half-bottle of their more than acceptable Bordeaux.  Then, 

tomorrow morning, the early flight and breakfast in Rome.  If I 

fancy Rome.  Or I might go on to Tunis.  I haven’t been there for 

years.  Anyway, nothing to pack except a lump of silicon, a square 

of plastic, and a passport.  I’ve got rid of everything else, and 

sooner or later I expect I’ll be able to get rid of these as well: for 

all I know young ladies and gentlemen with masters’ degrees in 

cyber-stuff are at this moment discussing, without actually leaving 

Mumbai and Seattle, how to dispense with the need to carry 

anything at all.  I used to have a little black book with my contacts 

and other important information in it, but the contents of my little 

black book have gone into my lump of silicon, and if I lose that, or 

it’s stolen, it will only be a bit irritating because everything’s 

backed up in a cloud which isn’t a cloud but a chip-filled fan-

cooled cabinet in Watford and I can load it all back into a new 

phonepad, or whatever they’ll be called next week.  I use things; I 

don’t need to own anything.  Except, of course, a credit rating.  I 

can fly anywhere in the world, hire a car when I get there, and 

drive to a nice hotel.  Slightly annoyingly, I still have a Harrods 

carrier bag with a change of clothes in it, but I won’t need that 

when all the garments in the world, instead of just most of them, 

are wear-and-chuck. 
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Strollers 

The canal at Welsh Frankton towards St Martin’s Locks 

followed by lunch at the Narrow Boat Inn. 
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Time-table for Special Interest Groups 
Contact details are available on the next page. All updates can be found on www.welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk/groups.html  

 

 

Day/Time First week Second week Third week Fourth/Last week 

Sunday     

Monday              morning French 9.45 
 

Strolling 9.30 April - Nov 

Walking 9.30 @ Sarn-y-Bryn Caled 

Chess 10.00 

French 9.45  

Walking 9.30 @ Sarn-y-Bryn Caled 

afternoon Everything Textiles 14.00  Everything Textiles 14.00  

Tuesday              morning Main  monthly meeting at 
COWSHACC 10.00 

Writing for pleasure 10.00 Family History 10.00 

Small Talk French 10.00 

 

afternoon Small Talk French 14.00 People & Computers 15.00 Local & Social History 14.30 
 

Book Club 1 14.00 

Book Club 2 14.30 (Last week) 

evening  Wine Appreciation 19.30 or tba Supper Group 18.00-18.30  

Wednesday       morning Film Group (Group 1) 10.30 

Film Group (Group 2) 10.00 

 Music Appreciation 10.00 Art Appreciation 10.30 
 

lunch  French Conversation 10:30 
Luncheon Club 12:30 

  

afternoon    Psychology/NLP 14.00 (Last week) 
Astronomy 15.00 * 

* Not every month – please check 

Thursday            morning   Photography 10.00 Latin 10.30 

Dog-walking 10.30 
afternoon  Earth Sciences & Natural 

History  14.00 

Poetry Group 14.00 

Knit & Natter 14.00  

Friday                 morning Garden Visits 10.30 Spanish 10.00 

Bird Group 10.30 

Painting for Pleasure 10.00 Spanish 10.00 

Focus Discussion 10.15 
afternoon     

 

  Medieval Research Group meets at 14:30 on pre arranged days – please contact John Davies for details of the next meeting 

 

http://www.welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk/groups.html
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GROUP CO-ORDINATOR Telephone numbers 
                                                                                               are only on printed copies 
Art Appreciation  _________ Sylvia Sparrow 
Astronomy ______________ Phil Ranson 
Bird Group ______________ Paul Corby 
Book Club 1 _____________ Sue Walker 
Book Club 2 _____________ Peter Stelfox-Griffin 
Chess  __________________ Denise  
Dog Walkers   ____________ Karin Thompson 
Earth Sciences & Nature ___ Arthur Bell 
Everything Textiles _______ Jill  
Family History ___________ Brian Mills 
Film Group (Group 1) ______ Jacqui Davies 
Film Group (Group 2) ______ Liz Mathieson 
Focus Discussion _________ Hilary Fitzgerald 
French _________________ Ruth Beardsell 
French Conversation ______ Gerry Skinner  
Garden Visits ____________ Sue Harrison-Stone 
Knit and Natter  __________ Lynne Geldart 
Latin ___________________ Paul Corby 
Local/Social History  ______ Elisabeth Barnes 
Luncheon _______________ Paul Harris 
Medieval History Research _ John Davies 
Music Appreciation _______ Pamela Clare-Joyce 
Painting for Pleasure ______ Lynne Geldart 
People & Computers ______ Peter Stelfox-Griffin 
Photography ____________ Arthur Bell 
Poetry _________________ Pamela Clare-Joyce 
Psychology/NLP __________ Carol Harris 
Spanish ________________ Liz Mathieson 
Strollers ________________ Paul Lucock 
Supper Club _____________ Sue Harrison-Stone 
Walkers ________________ Ruth Beardsell 
 Mark Davies 
Wine Appreciation ________ Jacqui Davies 
Writing for pleasure ______ Sylvia Bestwick 
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Dog Walkers – Captions Anyone? 

 

Please send suggestions for the next issue. (Email to editor.) 

Help Yourself (and Others) 

Global warming, pollution, waste disposal – topics that are now 

familiar to most people.  So what can we, as individuals, do about 

them? I thought it might be a good idea if members could share 

their personal tips on environmental issues.  For example:  using 

beeswax wraps instead of plastic, making compost, repairing items 

instead of throwing them out (does anyone still have shoe soles 

repaired and  how many of us use – or even know about - the local 

‘repair cafes’)? 

Do you have any suggestions? 

Email: editor@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk so we all can share. 

Carol Harris 

mailto:editor@welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk
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Don’t You Just Love Spell Checkers 

 

Most of us oldies in U3A use computers, it’s becoming virtually 

unavoidable these days and we tend to rely on spell checkers 

more than we should. They make you lazy. If you come across a 

word with a difficult spelling that you’re not sure of, you type in 

something that feels as if it’s almost right and rely on the spell 

checker to prompt you with the correct spelling. But beware of over 

reliance on spell checkers as highlighted in this little poem.  

 

Ode to the Spell Checker - Jerrold H Zar 

 

Eye halve a spelling checker 

It came with my pea sea. 

It plainly marks four my revue miss steaks eye kin knot sea. 

Eye strike a quay and type a word and weight for it to say 

Weather eye yam wrong oar write. 

It shows me strait a weigh as soon as a mist ache is maid. 

It nose bee fore two long and eye can put the error rite. 

Its rare lea ever wrong. 

Eye have run this poem threw it, 

I am shore your pleased to no. 

Its letter perfect awl the way. 

My checker told me sew. 

Brian Lyness 
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The Discovery of Trousers 

There I was 
sitting in the cave 

and it was raining like mammoth’s pee outside 
but it didn’t matter 

because we had just dined on lumps of mammoth 
and there was still a heap of mammoth left 

so I didn’t have to go out 
and I started to brood about how to make mammoth 

a bit more appetising and less chewy – 
I planned to call the process I came up with ‘cooking’ – 

and at the same time I pondered about how 
to make the cave a trifle less cold and dark – 

‘combustion’ sounds right for whatever I discover– 
but I got distracted and decided instead to devise 

a new art-form –the term ‘sculpture’ 
has a nice, three-dimensional ring to it – 

so I got a chunk of mammoth-bashing rock – 
which I’ve already christened ‘flint’ – 

and a bit of softer rock 
which is no good for bashing anything 

but which you can sort of shape with the flint 

and I started to make an amusing caricature 

of my sister Ug 

which I thought I might call 

‘a votive mother-goddess fertility cult figurine’ 

and sparks were flying everywhere 

and they set the hairs on my legs alight 

and all of a sudden 

I had this absolutely brilliant idea. 

Alan Hawley 
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Quiz Time 

Sudoku 
Each row, column and square must contain all the numbers 1 to 9 

 3 
   

9 
 

 2   
 

    5   
    

3 

1 
 

7 6    5     
 

  
   

 4 9 
 

6  7 

   
    

    
 6 1 

 
8 7   

  
  

 
    3 

 
6  8  

 
4 

2   
   

  7     

  
 1 

 
5   

  
 9 

 

How’s your General Knowledge? 
 

1. What is Britain’s oldest Sunday newspaper? 

2. Which temperature has the same value in both Centigrade and 

Fahrenheit? 

3. Who was the first British monarch to choose Buckingham 

Palace as their home? 

4. Peter, Paul and Mary had a hit in 1963 with which Bob Dylan 

song? 

5. Which internet company has a name which originates from a 

race mentioned in Jonathon Swift’s ‘Gulliver’s Travels’? 

6. What are the only two planets in the solar system that do not 

have moons? 

7. What item of clothing was named after its Scottish inventor? 

8. Who is the only Nobel laureate to have played First-class 

cricket? 

9. Born Arthur Jefferson in 1890, who was this comic actor better 

known as? 

10. Cab as in Taxi Cab is a shortening of which word? 
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How’s your General Knowledge? 

 

11. Carol Hersey was once the most seen person on British TV. 

Where did she appear? 

12. Della Street was secretary to which famous legal character? 

13. How did the word 'exchequer' come into being? 

14. How many children were there in Enid Blyton's Famous Five? 

15. How many humps does a newborn camel have? 

16. If the image in the mirror shows the time as five past two, what 

is the actual time? 

17. In the TV ad, who was your ‘flexible friend'? 

18. In the song Waltzing Matilda, what animal is a jumbuck? 

19. In the TV cartoon, which song did Huckleberry Hound sing? 

20. In which year did the ten-shilling note cease to be legal tender? 

21. What are you doing if you are swinging the lead? 

22. What US car brand is also the name of a town in the French 

wine producing region Entre-deux-Mers? 

23. Venetian blinds originated in which country? 

24. What were made by wainwrights? 

25. Who was 'She Who Must Be Obeyed'? 

26. What is the name of Britain's only private army? 

27. What kinds of lights were first used in 1868 near Parliament 

Square? 

28. What sort of ring is not a ring? 

29. What word for a type of canoe is also a palindrome? 

30. What was Sergeant Bilko's first name? 

31. Who lived at 23 Railway Cuttings, East Cheam? 

32. The name of which very large company is an acronym of the 

founder’s name, the farm where he grew up, and his home 

village? 

Answers and Sudoku solution on pages 21 - 22 
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UPDATE ON GDPR (GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION) 

Welshpool and District’s U3A is required to communicate to its 

members their ‘lawful basis’ for processing data and 

accountability for the information that they gather from their 

members from Membership Application forms and Renewal 

forms. 

Welshpool and District U3A ‘lawful basis’ is legitimate interest. 

U3A is a membership charity. In accepting membership 

applications the Welshpool and District U3A has a legitimate 

interest in requesting and processing personal information from 

those who wish to join. In addition, the Welshpool and District 

U3A has a legitimate interest in communicating with existing 

members. To meet the requirements of the lawful basis 

Welshpool and District U3A have completed a legitimate interest 

assessment (LIA) which is held on file. 

In order to comply with these requirements the Membership 

Application form and Renewal membership form have been 

updated in line with U3A National Office guidelines. 

The Renewal membership form has been completely updated and 

allows members to ensure that the information held by Welshpool 

and District U3A is up to date. The new form also enables 

members to be up to date with the Terms and Conditions of 

Membership and the Privacy Statement. 

Shelley Deakin – Membership Secretary 
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Quiz Time Answers/Solution 

 

3  4  8 7 9 1 2  5 6 

 9  6 5 4 2 8 1 7 3 

1 2  7  6  3 5 9 4  8 

8 5 2 1   4 9 3 6 7 

7 9 3  5 6 2 4 8 1 

6 1 4 8 7 3 5 9 2 

5 7 9  3 1  6 8 2 4 

2 3 6 9 8 4 7  1 5 

4 8   1 2 5 7 6 3 9 

 

 

General Knowledge Quiz Answers 

(pages 18 and 19) 

 

1. The Observer 

2. Minus 40 degrees 

3. Queen Victoria 

4. Blowin’ In The Wind 

5. Yahoo. The founders of the company apparently came up with 

the backronym ‘YAHOO’ for "Yet Another Hierarchical Officious 

Oracle, but they insisted they had selected the name because 

they liked the word's general definition, as in Gullivers’ Travels 

viz. rude, unsophisticated, uncouth. 

6. Mercury and Venus 

7. A Mackintosh 

8. Samuel Beckett (Author: Waiting for Godot) 

9. Stan Laurel 

10. Cabriolet 

11. On the BBC colour test card 

12. Perry Mason  
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General Knowledge Quiz Answers 

(pages 18 and 19) 

13. The chequered tablecloth once used for accounting 

14. Four - One of the Five was a dog 

15. None - Baby camels don't get their humps until they start 

eating solid food 

16. Five minutes to ten 

17. Access Card 

18. Sheep 

19. Clementine 

20. 1970 

21. Skiving 

22. Cadillac 

23. Persia 

24. Wagons or wains Cf. Cartwright 

25. Hilda Rumpole in ‘Rumpole of the Bailey’. (Originally derives 

from the lead character of H. Rider Haggard's 1886 novel She: 

A History of Adventure.) 

26. The Atholl Highlanders 

27. Traffic lights 

28. A boxing ring – it’s a square obviously 

29. Kayak  

30. Earnest 

31. Tony Hancock in Hancock’s Half Hour 

32.  IKEA - Ingvar Kamprad, Elmtaryd, Agunnaryd 

 

Also seen in a recent Reader’s Digest... 

IKEA is actually made up from two Swedish words “Ika” which 

means “Sunday” and “Keya” which means “completely ruined”. 

                                 Comedians - THE SCRUMMY MUMMYS 

 

I can identify with the latter. 



 

23 
 

  

Monthly Meetings 2020 

At the COWSHACC 10:00 
 
5

th
 May   The land of the rising sun 

                Life and culture in Japan 

    A film, a chat and an origami demonstration 

    Derek Beddow, Retired education consultant and                      

    regular visitor to Japan 

  

2
nd 

June    Power, Pesticides and Packaging 

    Panel discussion Number 1 – the environment 

    The pros AND cons of new developments 

    David Sprake – Programme Leader for Renewable 

    Energy Engineering at Glyndwr University,  

    Stephen Kenyon – Group Secretary for NFU Cymru,  

               Morrisons Supermarket manager (name not yet conf.) 

                                                                                                       

7
th
 July    U3A Groups Open Day 

               Find out what’s on offer 

   Information, displays and informal chats about our       

   Groups 
   Come and meet members of different groups and find out  

   what they do 

  

4
th 

Aug    Athens, Much Wenlock and the world 

   All about the Wenlock Olympics 

   A local event with global consequences 

               Chris Cannon, Archivist – Wenlock Olympian Society 

  

1st Sept   Inside the Palace (of Westminster) 

   What’s it actually like being an MP? 

   Trials, tribulations and achievements 

   Glyn Davies, former MP for Montgomeryshire 

 

 



 

24 
 

 

Monthly Meetings 2020/2021 

At the COWSHACC 10:00 
 

6
th
 Oct    The birds and the bees and others 

   Rescue and rehabilitation of injured British wildlife 

   Helping our friends who can’t always help themselves 

   Megan Morris-Jones, Founder of Cuan Wildlife Rescue 

  

3
rd

 Nov   Some like it hot! 

   How can forecasting help communities? 

   Understanding meteorology and the role of a TV 

   Presenter 

   Sabrina Lee, Meteorologist and presenter at BBC Wales 

  

1
st
 Dec    Music and wellbeing                     

   Can music improve your health? 

   A light-hearted session before Christmas 

   Cathy Beech, singer, composer and teacher 

  

2021 
  
5

th
 Jan    This could be you! 

   Who are magistrates and what do they do? 

   Come and meet some and have a go yourself 

   Rebecca Klug JP, Montgomeryshire magistrate 

 

2
nd

 Feb    How does it work? 

Number 1 – the media  

   What goes on at a local newspaper?    

   Talk by County Times staff 

 

For some further information see: 

 
https://www.welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk/meetings.html 

 

https://www.welshpoolanddistrictu3a.org.uk/meetings.html

